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On February 6-9, 2014, approximately 70 students competed in the MATHCOUNTS 

Tournament at the International School of Helsinki (ISH) in Helsinki, Finland.  Students 

represented many International Schools from cities across Europe such as Prague, St. 

Petersburg, Moscow, Tallinn, and included AISV’s own MATHCOUNTS teams.  AISV sent 

two teams:  The Iron Wolves (8th grade): Arina, Karl, Aleksandra and Nathan.  The Foreigner’s 

(7th grade): Nikodemas, Roarke, Milosz and Matwey.  Both teams were coached by Ms. Ayra 

and chaperoned by Ms. Jolita. 
 

 
  

Students competed in three rounds:  Sprint, Target Rounds which was individual 

performance and the Team Round.  The Sprint Round consisted of 40 math questions in 30 

minutes and was somewhat stressful because there were more questions than time, and as you 

answered them, the questions became progressively harder.  There was a general feeling of 

relief once the Sprint Round was over!   All of the students then proceeded to the Target Round 

where they were given 8 questions total, but only 2 at a time.   Each set of 2 questions had to be 

answered within 6 minutes.  Once the coaches and scorers collected the answers to the first 2 

questions, the next two questions were handed out.  The final round was the team round, where 

students had a 10 question test to complete in 30 minutes.  Students had to work together in 

order to solve the problems because many questions were compound and needed to use several 

equations to solve the problem.  There was also a Countdown Round for the top ten students. 



 
 

 
 

  

Helsinki was a large city interspersed with many forests.  The first day, students toured 

the University of Helsinki, and our group attended a Physics class where we made 

electromagnets, and a Geographical Science class, where we learned about how the Northern 

Lights electrons become charged from their proximity to the north pole causing them to 

brilliantly light up the sky.  All of the people there gave good explanations about their work and 

it was very interesting. 

 

 
  

AISV students stayed with host families from ISH and flew home on Sunday.   Overall it 

was a great experience for both learning and friendships because we met so many new people 

while we were there. 

 

 
 


